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TO THE 


READER: 


H E Reader may take notice, That 
1his Charafier of Mr. Miltons was 
a part of his Rliftory of Britain, and 
* by him deſigned to be Printed : But 
ont of tenderneſs toa Party, | whom neither this 

' nor nanch more Lenity has had the luck to oblige | 
it was ſtruck out for ſome harſhneſs,being only ſuch 
a Digreſſin , as the Hiſtory it ſelf” would not be 
diſcompoſed by its omiſſeon : which I ſuppoſe will 
be eaſily diſcerned, by reading over the beginning 
of the Third Book, of the ſaid Hiſtory, wery near 
which place this CharaGter 1s to come in. 

It 3s reported ( and from the foraging Chara-- 
Ser it ſeems probable ) that Mr. Milton had lent 
moſt of his Perſonal Eftate upon the Publick 
Faith ; which when be ſomewhat earneſtly and 
warinly preſſed to hawe reſtored | obſerving how 
1 in Offices . had not only feathered their own 
Neſts, but had enricht many of their Relations 
and Creatures , © before the Publick Debts were 
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To tne Reader. 
diſcharged | aſter a long and chargeable Atten- 


dance, met with very (harp Rebukes , upon which 
at laſt deſpairing of any Succeſs in this Afﬀair , 
he was forced to return from them poor and frientl- 
leſs , having ſpent all his Money, and wearied 
all his Friends. And he had n»t probably men- 
ded bis worldly condition in thoſe days , but by 
performing fach Service for them , as afterwards 
he did , for which fcarce any thing would appear 


| t290 great. | 
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Mr. 7 OHN MILTONS Characer 
OF THE - 


LongParliament 


In 16 4T. 


F theſe who {way'd moſt 1n the Jate 
Tronbles, few words.as to this point 
may ſublice. They had Arms, Lea- 

ders, and Succeiles to their with : - but £ make 

uſc Wo ercat an Advantage was not their «kill. 

To other cauſes therefore, and not to the 
want of Force, or Warlick Manhood in the 

Britains, both thoſe, and theie lately, we mult 

1mpute he 11] Husbanding of thoſe fair Op- 

portumties, which might ſem to have put Lt- 
berty ſo long deſired , "like a Bridle into their 
hands. Of which oth caules equally be- 
longing to Ruler , Prieſt , and People, above 
hath bcen related : which , as they brought 
thoſe Antient Natives to Miſery and Ruine, by 

Liberty, which, rightly uſed, might have RODE 

them happy ; ſo brought they theſe of late, aftcr 


many Labours, much Blood-ſhed, and vaſt ex- 
PCnce, 


[2] 


pence , to Ridiculous Fruſtration: 1n whom 
the like def&R&s , the like Miſcarriages notori- 
_ ouſly appeared , with Vices not lels hatetul or 
mexcuſable. | 
For a Parliament being calld , to Redreſs 
 1nany things, as 'twas thought, the People with 
oreat Courage, and expeCtation to be caſed of 
what Diſcontented them, chole to their behoof 
in Parlhiameut, ſuch as they thought belt affect- 
_edto the Publick Good, and ſome indeed Men 
of Wiſdom and Integrity ; the reſt, | to be ſure 
the greater part, | whom Wealth or ample Pol- 
{eſſions , or bold and attive Ambition | rather 
than Merit ] had commended to the ſame 
place. | 
But when once the ſuperficial Zeal and Po- 
pular Fumes that acted their New Magiſtracy 
were cool'd, and ſpent 1 in them, ſtraight every 
one betook himſelf (ctting the Common-wealth 
behind, his private Ends before,to do as his own 
profit or ambition led him. Then was Juſtice 
delayed, and loon after deny d :. Spight and 
Favour determined all : Hence Faction, thence 
Treachery,both at home and in the F ield:Every 
where Wrong , and Oppreflion : Foul and 
Horrid Deeds Sathirted daily, Or maintain'd.i 1 
tecret, or in open. Some who had been al 


led 
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led "TR Shops and Ware-houſes , without o- 
ther Merit,to {it in Supreme Councels andCom- 
mittees, [as their Breeding was ] fell to Huck- 
ſter the Common-wealth. Others did thereaf- 
ter as Men could ſfooth and humour them beſt ; 
ſo he who would give molt, or under Covert 
of Hypocritical Zeal, infinuate baſeſt, enjoyed 
unworthily the Rewall of Learning and F1- 
delity; or eſcaped the puniſhment of his 
Crimes and Miſdeeds. Their Votcs and Or- 
 dinances, which Men lookt ſhould have contai- 
ned the Repealing of Bad Laws,and the nnmc- 
diate Conſtiturion of better , relounded with 
nothing elſe, but new Impoſ! tions, Taxes, F.x- 

8 Yearly, Monthly, W eckly. Not to 
reckon the Offices, Gitts, and Preterments be- 
ſtowed and thared among themlelves : They 
in the mean while , who were ever faithfullcti 
fo this Cauſe,and treely aided them in Perlon,or 
with their Subſtance, when they durſt not com- 
pel either, flighted, and bereaved after, ot their 
Juſt Debts by greedy Sequeſtrations, were tol- 
{ed up and down after miſerable Atcembince 
trom one Commuttee to another with Petitions 
in their hands, yet either miſt the obtaining of 
their {fuit, or though 1t were at length g orantcd, 


[ mere Grave and reaton oft- times cxtorting 
{roam 


[4] 
from them at leaſt a ſheiv of Juſtice ] yet by 


their Sequeſtratours nant Sub-committees a 


broad, Men for the molt part of inſatiable 


hands, and noted Diſloyal:y,thoſe Orders were 
commonly diſobeyed : winch tor certain darſt 
not have been, without {ccret complyance, if 
not compact with fome Superiours able to 
bear them out. Thus were their Friends con- 
filcate in their Fnemies , while they forfeited 
their Debtours to the State , as they called it, 
but indeed to the Ravening Serzure of 1nnu- 
merable Thieves in Otfhce : Yet were withal no 
Ie(, burthened in all extr aordinary Atleſments 
and Oppreſlions, than thoſe whom they took 
to be difafiected : Nor were we happier Cre- 
ditours to what we call'd the State, than to 
CCM WO were Sequeſtred as the Beats Ene- 
NICs. | 2 . 

For that Faich which ought to have been 
kept as Sacred and Inviolable as any thing holy, 
The Publick Faith, after infinite Sums received, 
and all the Wealth of the Church not better 
imploy'd, but {wallowed up into a private 
Gulph, was not ere Jong alnamed to contels 

Bankrupt. And now S: des the {weetnels of 
Bribery, and other gain, with the love of Rule, 
their own Guiltinek and the dreaded vame 
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of uſt Account . which the People had long 
call d for , dilcovered plainly that there were 
of their own number, who lecretly contrived 
and fomented thoſe Troubles and Combuſtz- 
ons in the Land, which openly they fate to 
remedy ; and would contimally finde ſuch 
work, as thonld keep them from being ever 
brought to that Terrible ſtand, of laying down 
their Authority for Jack of new buſineſs, or 
not drawing it out to any Jength of Time, 
tho' upon the Ruine of a whole Nation. 


And if the State were in this plight, Rel:- 
gi0n was not in much better; to Reiorm 
which , a certain number of IDivines were 
called, neither cholen by any Rule or Cu- 
ſtome Eccletiaſtical , nor eminent for either 
Picty or Knowledge above others left out ; 
only as each Member of Parliament in his 
private Fancy thought tit, fo elected one by 
one. The moſt part of them were fuch, as 
had Preach'd and cryed down, with great ſhew 
of Zeal , the Avarice and Pluralities of Bi- 

ſhops and Prelates ; that one Cure of Souls 
was a full Employment for one Spunitual Pa- 
ſtour how able ſoever, it not a charge rather 


above humane ſtrength. Yet theſe Conſci- 
| B encious 


I, "BS. 


[5] 


entious men (ere any part of the work done 
tor which they came together, and that on 


the Pablick Salary) wanted not boldneſs, to 


the Ignominy and Scandal of their Paſtor- "Wi : 
Profefſion , and eſpecially of their boaſted. 
Reformatidn, to {cize. into their hands , ot 
not unwillingly to accept | beſides one, ſome- 
times two or more of the beſt Livings ] Col- 
legiate Maſterſhips 1n the Univerſities, rich 
Lecures in th= City, letting Sail to all Winds 


that nughr blow Gain into their covetous 


Boſoms : By which means theſe great Rebu- 
kers of Non-Reltdence, among fo many di- 
ſtant Cures , were not aſhamed to be ſeen fo. 
quickly Pluraliſts and Non-Relidents them- 
{elves, to a fearful Condemnation doubtleſs 
by their own Mouths. And yet the main 
Dodrine tor which they took ſuch pay, and - 
infiſted upon with more vehemence than 
Goſpel, was but to tell us in cffe@, that their 
Doctrine was worth nothing , and the Spiri- . 
tual Power of their Miniſtry leſs available. 
than Bodily Compuliton ; perſwading the 
Magiſtrate to uſe it, as a ſtronger means to 
{ſubdue and bring mn Cantctence, than Evan- 
gelical per{wafion : Diſtraſting the Virtue of 
their own Spiritual weapons, which were given 

them, 


[1]. 

them, if they be rightly called, with full 
warrant of ſufficiency to pull down all thoughts 
and imaginations that exalt themſelves againſt 
God. But while they taught compulſion with- 
out convincement, which not long before they 
complained of , as executed unchriſtanly, a- 
zainſt themſelves, theſe intents are clear to 
have been no better than Antichriſtian : ſet- 
ting up a Spiritual Tyranny by a Secular power, 
to the advancing of their own Authority above 
the Magiſtrate , whom they would have made 
their Executioner , to punith Church-Delln- 
quencies, whereoi Civil Laws have no cog- 
HZANCC. 


And well did their Diſciples manifeſt them- 
iclves to be no better principled than their 
Teachers, truſted with Committecſhips and 
other gaintu] Offices , upon their commend» - 
tions for Zealous, | and as they ſtickt not to 
term them ] Godly men ; but executing their 
places like Children of the Devil, untaithfully, 
unjuſtly, unmercuyully, and where not corrupt- 
ly, ſtupidly. So that between them the Tea- 
chers, and theſe the Diſciples , there hath not 
been a more 1gnominious and mortal wound 
to Faith, to Piety,'to the work of Reformation, 
RE nar 
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[8] 
nor more cauſe of Blaſpheming given to the 
Enemies of God and Truth , ſince the tirſt 
Preaching of Reformation. 


The People therefore looking one while on 
the Statiſts, whom they beheld without con- 
ſrancy or fleamel ; labouring doubttully be- 
neath the weight bf their own too high under- 
rakings, buſieſt in petty things, trifling in the 
main, deluded and quite alienated expreſſed 
Meets ways their dilaftection 3 ſome deſpiling 


_ whom betorc they hononred, iome deſerting, 


ſome inveighing, ſome conſpiring againſt them. 
Then looking on the Church-mexn, whom they 
law under ſubtle Hypocritie to have Preached 
their own Follies, moſt of them not the Go- 
ſpe], Time-lervers, Covetons, [literate Perſecu- 
tors, not lovers of the Truth , Iike in moſt 
things whereof they acculed their Predeceſlors : 
Looking on all this, the People which had been 
kept warm a while with the counterfeit zeal of 
their Pulpits , after a falſe heat, became more 
cold and obdurate than before , ſome turning 
to Lewdnels, ſome to flat Atheilm, pur bef1de 
their old Relizion, and foully ſcandalized in 


what they expetted jhould be new. 7 
Thus 
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Thus they who of Jate were extoll' d as om 

'preateſt Deliverers, and had the People who!- 
ly at their Devotigl , by to dilcharging their 
Truſt as we ſee, did not only w eaken nd Un- 
fit themſclves to be diſpenſers of what Liberty 
they pretended, but Weed alſo the People, 
_ now grown worle and more ditordinate, to rc- 
ceive or to digelt any Liberty at all. For Sto- 
ries teach us,that Liberty {ought out of ſealon, 

in a corrupt and degenerate Age,brought Home 
itſelt into a farther Slavery : For Liberty hath 
a ſharp and double edge,fit only to be handled 
by Juſt and Vertuous Men ; to bad and diſlo- 
lute, it becomes a miſchief unweildy 1 in their 
own hands : neither 1s 1t compleatly given, but 
by them who have the happy skill to know 


what is grievance, and unjuſt toa People, and _. 


how to remove it wiſely ; what good Lawsare 
wanting, and how to frame them ſubſtantially, 
that good Men may enjoy the freedom which 

they merit , and the bad the Curb which they 
need. But to do this, and to know theſe ex- 
quil ite proportions, the Herozck Wijdom which 

1s required , ſurmounted far the Pr mciples of 
theſe narrow Politicians : what wonder then if 
they funk as thele unfortunace Britains butorc 


rem : entangle 4 and oppreſt with things too 
| hard 


[ 10 | 
hard,and generous above their ſtrain and tem- 
per 2 Por Britain, to ſpeak a truth not often 
| ſpoken, as it is a Land iruitful enough of Men 

ſtout and courageous in War, fo is it naturally 
not over-fertile of Men able to govern juſtly 
and prudently in Peace, truſting only in their 
Mother-Wit ; who conſider not juſtly , that 
Civility, Pradence, love of the Publick good, 
more than of Money or vain Honour , are to 
th1s Soy] in a manner Outlandith 3 grow not 
here, but in minds well implanted with ſolid 
and elaborate Breeding , too impolitick elle 
nd rude , it not headſtrong and-intractable to 
the indifiry and vertue either of executing or 
underſtanding true Civil Government. Vali- 
ant indeed, and proſperous to win a field ; but 
to know the end and Reaſon of winning, unju- 
dicious and unwiſe : in good or bad Succels a- 
like unteachable. For the Sun which we want, 
 ripens Wits as well as Fruits; and as Wine 
and Oyl are Imported to us trom abroad : fo 
mult ripe Underſtanding, and many civil Ver- 
tuces, be imported into our minds from For- 
reign Writings, and examples of beſt Ages, we 
ſhall elſe miſcarry ſtill , and come ſhort in the 
attempts of any great Enterpiſe. Hence did 
their Victories prove as fruitleſs, as their loſſes 
dan- 


Ld As ao at odio hc. af, 4 


[11] 
dangerous ; and left them ſtill conquer Ng U1- 
der the ſame grievances, that men ſuffer con- 
uered : which was indeed unlikely to go other 
wile , unleſs men more than vulgar bred up, 
as few of them were, *a che knowledge of = 
tient and Tluſtrious 3Jeeds , invincible again! 


many and vain Titles, impartial to Friendihin: 
and Relations , had collated their Aﬀairs - 

but then from the Chapman to the Retailer . 
many whoſe Ignorance was more audacio.- 
than the reſt, were admitted with all their tor- 
did 33" to bear no mean {way amon:: 
them, both in Church and State. 


From the confluence of all their Errors. 
Miſchiets, and Miſdemeanous, what in the eye: 
of Man could be expected , but what bete] 
thoſe Antient Inhabienl whom they {o much 
reſembled, Contuſ 70 1n the end. : - 


But on theſe things, and this theatic! having 
enough inſiſted , I return to the ſtory which 
gave us matter of this Digreſſion. 
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